
 

 

 

 

We are excited to welcome our students back to in-person classes.  Grande Prairie Public School 
Division’s Re-entry Plan that was shared outlines guidelines in three main areas: 

• Supporting Safety and Wellness 
• What Schools will look like 
• Teaching and Learning 

Returning to school under Scenario 1:  Near Normal Operations means that a student’s experience at 
school will remain relatively the same as it has been in the past.  The things that may be different are 
physical distancing, use of masks, increased hand hygiene, and entry and exit practices that are more 
structured.  We are working with our staff to finalize our school re-entry plans.   

We have two main priorities for the start of the school year:  supporting our student’s safety and 
wellness and preparing them to have a successful academic year.   

Grande Prairie Composite High School and Charles Spencer High School are implementing a staggered 
start for all students for September 2020.  One grade level will attend for each of the first four days: 

Tuesday, Sept 1:  Grade 9 Day 
Wednesday, Sept 2:  Grade 10 Day 
Thursday, Sept 3:  Grade 11 Day 
Friday, Sept 4:  Grade 12 Day 

Background and Purpose of Staggered Entry 

In the past, the first day of classes was for grade nine students as well as for any students new to our 
schools.  This allowed us to support their transition to a new school.  We were able to group students in 
smaller cohorts to familiarize them with school routines, expectations, staff and school culture.  
Feedback from our students and staff overwhelmingly indicated that this structure reduced anxiety and 
set our students up for a successful academic year.  

Building off this structure, our staggered entry for all students will allow our staff to work with smaller 
groups on their first in-person day.  We know that the students have a lot of questions about a return to 
classes after having not attended school in-person for almost six months.  A staggered entry during the 
first week allows staff to support each student’s transition back to school, with a focus on safety and 
academic growth.  The social emotional well-being of our students is essential.  We want to use the first 
day for students to reconnect with one another and with the staff.   The staggered entry structure will 
enable us to: 

• Establish and teach routines to support  
o physical distancing:  in classrooms and in common areas 
o how to wear a non-medical mask, self-screen, hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette 
o cleaning individual student workspaces and equipment 
o enter/exit the school, bus expectations 
o ensuring student know what to do if they have symptoms of COVID-19 



o ensuring all students can access their school network accounts and are familiar with 
cloud based applications.  This will support any transitions that may be needed during 
the year to support students who have to self-isolate during Scenario 1 or if the medical 
officer of health determines a school needs to move to Scenario 2 – Blended Operations 
or Scenario 3 – Learning from Home. 

• Academics 
o We know that with the Learning from Home model that students were engaged in from 

mid-March till the end of June, there was not an expectation by Alberta Education cover 
all curricular outcomes.  To support our students where they are in their learning and 
move them forward, we will be using some of this time to access where they are each at 
in their learning in the core areas. 

Schools are finalizing their individual re-entry plans and will be sharing details with students and 
parents prior to the start of school.  The GPPSD Re-entry Plan is available and outlines guidelines for 
all our schools. 

School offices are open, if you require assistance please call your school. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gppsd.ab.ca/Public%20Documents/2020-21%20School%20Re-Entry/GPPSD%20Re-entry%20Plan.pdf

